
 

YOUR NEXT STEP

Am I attending church, or am I truly belonging to the church?

Church membership is an intentional commitment to belong to a local body of believers - to
identify with Christ and His church and participate faithfully in the life of that body.

CHURCH
INVOLVEMENT, PT.2

Session 6 Summary

FOUNDATIONS | Essential Practices for a Growing Christian Life

A. THE NATURE OF EKKLESIA
Ekklesia describes an identifiable
assembly of people who belong
together. Membership makes that
belonging clear: This is the local
church of which I am a part.
Ekklesia - a defined assembly

B. METAPHORS FOR THE
CHURCH
Family: members of God's household.
Body: individual members joined
under Christ the Head.
Temple: living stones built together
into one spiritual house.
1 Tim. 3:15 | Gal. 4:1-7 | Col. 1:18 | Rom. 12:4-5
| 1 Cor. 12:27 | Eph. 4:16 | 1 Pet. 2:1-10

C. EXAMPLE OF THE EARLY
CHURCH
They were added. The church knew
who belonged.
They were publicly identified.
Believers were known as followers of
Christ.
They were accountable. Church discipline
assumes a recognizable membership. 
Acts 2:41-47 | Acts 4:4 | Acts 8:1-3 | Acts 9:2
| Matt. 18:15-17 | 1 Cor. 5

I. ARGUMENTS FOR CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

A. REGENERATION
Membership begins with personal
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.
Joining a church does not make
someone a Christian; those who have
been born again identify with Christ's
church.
Gal. 4:1-7 | Acts 4:4 | 1 Pet. 2:4 | Eph. 4:7

B. BAPTISM
Biblical baptism follows salvation and
publicly identifies the believer with
Christ and His church. It is by
immersion, for believers, and
symbolic - picturing the gospel rather
than providing salvation.
Rom. 6:3-5 | Gal. 3:26-29 | 1 Cor. 12:13 | Acts
2:41

C. COVENANT
Membership represents an intentional
commitment between you and your
church family. You commit to fulfill
your responsibilities as a member, and
the church commits to care for and
shepherd you as family.
A committed relationship with the
local church

II. QUALIFICATIONS FOR CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

BELIEVE BE BAPTIZED BELONG→ →

"We who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another." - Romans 12:5

One step I need to take:

YOUR NEXT STEP

Do I simply attend a church, or have I intentionally committed myself to a church family?

I have trusted Christ for salvation.
I have followed Christ in biblical, believer’s baptism.
I have committed myself to membership in a local church.
I am faithfully participating in the life of my church.
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