
“The Primacy of the Gospel Message” 
1 John 1:1-4 

 
C. I. T.—The gospel is necessary for salvation and sanctification. 
C. I. S.—We must allow ourselves to be sanctified by the Word. 
Purpose—I want people to submit to the Word of God fortify and maintain their fellowship with God 
and the church through Christ. 
Introduction—Romans 1:16-17—I am not ashamed of the gospel. 

I. The Gospel Message is Trustworthy. 
a. From the Beginning 

i. Could refer to the beginning of time or the beginning of Jesus’ ministry or the 
relationship between John and his audience 

ii. Echoes John 1:1 and Genesis 1:1 
iii. So this thing was something that existed in eternity 

b. Heard/received 
i. Message that we proclaimed and that the “we beheld” 

ii. Includes John and a group 
iii. At this point he could simply be referring to the  

c. Seen/experienced 
i. From hearing with ears to seeing with eyes. 

ii. It was more than just a message, but had a physical manifestation. 
iii. Could be a deeper meaning of experiencing or discerning the truth. 
iv. However, he is building this message. 

d. Beheld and Touched--incarnational 
i. John 1:14 
ii. The Life of Jesus had eye witnesses, hundreds of them saw him resurrected 

iii. John had seen the entire ministry of Christ. 
iv. This message was personified in Jesus. 

e. Concerning the Word of Life 
i. Logos—word—refers to a message, but theologically to a person—Jesus 

ii. Of Life 
1. Refer to the substance 
2. Refers to origin and source 
3. Not only is this word life, but it gives life to others. 

iii. John 1:4 
f. Illus.—Love note vs. a dozen roses 
g. Application 

i. It wasn’t just some fairy tale, but anchored in reality. 
ii. It is not a philosophy, but a person. 

iii. The reality of the incarnation of Christ proves the reality of the message itself. 
iv. The eyewitnesses provide confidence and we can take it to the bank. 

II. The Gospel Message is Transactional 
a. Revealed--Made manifest 

i. God reveals himself through general revelation and through specific revelation. 
ii. Romans 1:19-20 

iii. Hebrews 1:1-4 
iv. Regardless of how the message was revealed, it is the same message. 

b. Received—accepted 
i. They saw it, but with a deeper meaning. 

ii. They perceived the truth and accepted it. 
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c. Reported 

i. Testify—a witness who has experiential knowledge 
ii. Proclaim—town crier/preacher 

iii. Declaring the good news to others 
iv. So that it might be revealed, they might receive, and then in turn report to 

others. 
d. Illus.—Expected to sign on the dotted line 
e. Application 

i. We know it is true. 
ii. The Gospel Message isn’t something that you learn for intellectual purposes, 

but something you accept for spiritual. 
iii. There must be a transaction, we must do something with it. 

III. The Gospel Message is Transformational. 
a. Fellowship with us 

i. Koinonia—share something in common 
ii. We are enemies against God, until we accept Christ at which point we have 

fellowship with Him through Jesus. 
iii. Our fellowship with other believers is grounded in our relationship with God. 
iv. Objectively, we enter into this fellowship through the initial faith in Christ. 
v. Subjectively, we maintain this fellowship through ongoing faith in Christ. 

b. Fulfilling joy 
i. The initial salvationdecision is joyful. 

ii. The finished joy is not found at the starting line, but at the finish line. 
iii. 3 John 1:4/1 John 5:13 

c. John’s Question and Concern 
i. Both fellowship and joy are in the subjunctive, which means John has 

uncertainty or doubt about both. 
ii. The recipients’ lifestyle or theology is causing alarm in John that they are not in 

fellowship with the rest of Christianity, and his joy might be in danger. 
iii. He wants to fortify their fellowship through sanctification in order to complete 

his joy. 
d. Illus.—Parable of the Sower 
e. Application 

i. The legitimacy of the initial decision for Christ is revealed in the ongoing 
faithfulness to that decision. 

1. A lack of maintained fellowship could stem from a genuine Christian 
being back slidden or in sin. 

2. However, it could be because a false believer is beginning to reveal their 
true nature. 

ii. Either way the gospel message was given to either evangelize a false believer or 
to edify a genuine believer. 

iii. Thus our ministry must be one of inviting people into fellowship with God and 
us through faith in Jesus Christ, but then to maintain that fellowship through 
gospel proclamation. 

iv. This also means that we as believers need the gospel initially to be saved, but 
also consistently to maintain fellowship. 

Conclusion 
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• The Gospel Message must be central to our ministry personally and collectively as a church. 
• Only this message can simultaneously evangelize sinners and edify saints. 
• We must always submit ourselves to gospel teaching, because we need it. 
•  

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written: The righteous will live by faith. 
 
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
John 1:14 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory as the one and 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
John 1:4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
 
Romans 1:19 since what can be known about God is evident among them, because God has shown it to 
them. 20 For his invisible attributes, that is, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen 
since the creation of the world, being understood through what he has made. As a result, people are 
without excuse. 
 
Hebrews 1:1 Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in different ways. 
2 In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son. God has appointed him heir of all things and made 
the universe through him. 3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact expression of his 
nature, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high. 4 So he became superior to the angels, just as the name he inherited 
is more excellent than theirs. 
 
3 John 1:4 I have no greater joy than this: to hear that my children are walking in truth. 
 
1 John 5:13 I have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you 
may know that you have eternal life. 
 
 


